SPANISH I HONORS
SRA. RUSK, IOWA PARK HIGH SCHOOL
Tutoring: 740 AM & 330 PM every day
Conferences: 10:40 -11:30 AM
Classrooms: F6

                  1:50-2:40 PM
Email: brusk@ipcisd.net  or brusk@ipisd.net 
	
	COURSE DESCRIPTION 

	
	Course Description: This course introduces students to the fundamentals of the Spanish language and culture. Students will engage in a variety of listening, speaking, reading, and writing activities to support the development of their communicative skills.
My Goal: This will be a productive and challenging year of learning, growth and fun. I am here to help you learn Spanish, but this won’t come without much effort on your part. Commit yourself to the process!


“¡En español!” Students should speak in Spanish, both with teacher and classmates, to the maximum extent possible. When it comes to speaking, you are being evaluated for effort more than accuracy. Do not worry about making mistakes; just communicate!  Learning does not occur without mistakes.
Materials: Please bring your pen/pencil, notes and vocabulary, Chromebook, and headphones to every class meeting.  You should also have a dry erase marker and small white board if possible. We will be using the textbook Descubre 1 for which you will have online access through the VHL SuperSite and a classroom set of books.
Categories: Grades will be based on the categories and grading scale that follow.

Daily Work







60%
Tests








40%
 

Extra Credit: The only extra credit opportunities available will be extra credit questions on tests and quizzes.
Daily Work (60%): 
Regular Daily Assignments: Students will be responsible for completing this work in class. These assignments may be online, written, or oral. They may be graded or ungraded.
Online Activities on the Supersite: Students will also be assigned homework on the VHL Supersite that should be completed in a timely manner and with maximum effort.  The purpose of the online work is to preview or reinforce concepts covered in class. There will be two attempts at each assignment, unless there are only two answer choices, in which case you have only one attempt.  There is a 5% per day grade reduction for late work on the VHL Supersite. 
Quizzes: Each lesson, there will be one vocabulary quiz and one to two grammar quizzes. Quizzes can include matching, multiple-choice sections, fill-in-the-blank sections, sentence writing, and short answer responses. Students will be made aware of quiz dates as they will always be announced in advance. 
Tests (40%): 

Each lesson, there will be one test that covers everything we learned that lesson. Tests can include matching, multiple-choice sections, fill-in-the-blank sections, sentence writing, and short answer responses. Students will be made aware of test dates as they will always be announced in advance. Every test is a chance to improve your grade.  If you score higher on your test than you did on the last one, you will receive bonus points equal to the amount of improvement.  This is only compared to the last test you took.  If the test is at the end of the six weeks or there is only one test that six weeks, the grade will remain, as there will not be another opportunity that six weeks to improve your score. The maximum score you can improve to is 100.

Late Work:
We will follow the policy in the student handbook regarding late work due to absences.  If you know you are going to be absent, it is your responsibility to contact the teacher prior to your absence to make a plan regarding making up the work that you will miss. 
Tests and quizzes that have been missed must be made up before or after school in tutorials or during success period. 
There is a 5% per day grade reduction for late work on the VHL Supersite.  
If you have two zeros in the same week that are not made up by the deadline in the policy, you will be assigned to Midweek Makeup.  Please be aware of the school-wide policies regarding Midweek Makeup, as they will be followed in this class.
Per school policy, late work will not be accepted after a 3-week grading period closes unless there are extenuating circumstances such as absences at the end of the grading period or a teacher error. 
Class Expectations
1. Respect – everyone, all the time
2. 100% Effort – effort and attitude are the #1 predictors of success in this class
3. Honesty – Cheating and lying will not be tolerated.  All answers submitted should be your own.
4. Responsibility – complete assignments on time, with maximum effort
5. Technology – follow all school rules, including not using cell phones or headphones during instruction.
6. Follow any and all school rules. 

a. No Cell Phones allowed in class
b. Only water in a clear bottle

c. No food

d. Dress code will be enforced 

YOUR PARTICIPATION IN CLASS & ON HOMEWORK IS THE NUMBER ONE PREDICTOR OF YOUR SUCCESS IN THIS CLASS!
	Dates
	Chapters
	Vocabulary
	Grammar

	1st Six Weeks
	Descubre 1 Lección 1
	Greetings & goodbyes, Identifying yourself, introducing others, expressions of courtesy
	Nouns, articles, Numbers 0-30, the verb Ser, Telling Time

	2nd Six Weeks
	Descubre 1 Lección 2
	The classroom, academic life, subject areas, days of the week, class schedules
	Present tense –AR verbs, Gustar, Question words, Estar

	
	El día de los Muertos
	Cultural vocabulary and activities related to El día de los muertos and the movie “El libro de la vida”
	

	3rd Six Weeks
	Descubre 1 Lección 3
	The family, describing people
	Descriptive adjectives 

	
	
	Christmas Break
	

	4th Six Weeks
	Descubre 1 Lesson 2, 3
	The family, describing people, prepositions of location, Numbers 31+
	possessive adjectives, estar & prepositions, present tense –ER & -IR verbs, tener and venir

	5th Six Weeks
	Descubre 1 Lección 4
	Hobbies, pastimes, sports, places in the city
	The verb Ir, Stem changing verbs, verbs with irregular yo forms

	
	Mexicano Americanos 
	Cultural vocabulary and activities related to the famous Mexican American singer Selena Quintanilla
	

	6th Six Weeks
	Descubre 1 Lección 5
	Travel, vacation, months, seasons, weather, ordinal numbers
	Estar with conditions & emotions, present progressive, ser vs. estar, direct objects


Tentative Class Schedule
A NOTE REGARDING THE GRADING SCALE


The grade you receive is the grade you earned. I will not automatically round up if you are on the border between two grades at the end of the six weeks. 








